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Call for Action 
 

from South Cambridgeshire Green Party 
 

Working for a South Cambridgeshire that is  
in better shape than the one we inherited  

 

The South Cambridgeshire Green Party calls on the District Council to take some real Green 
action, not just mouth politically-correct pale green rhetoric. As Greens, we want to pass on 
to our children a Cambridgeshire that is both environmentally and socially in better shape 
than the one we inherited. 
 
Our Call to Action aims to inspire some genuine green thinking at the District Council: 
 

HOUSING AND ENERGY 

1 Provide more genuinely affordable local housing: establish village housing trusts to 
ensure a plentiful supply of homes within the financial means of local people. No stock 
transfers of council housing. 

2 Require 50% of energy in new developments to come from on-site renewable energy 
sources. Promote the use of solar hot-water panels and rain & waste water recovery 
systems, with absorbent landscaping to minimise wasteful runoff. 

3 Expand the Sustainable Parishes Energy Partnership to include free home insulation. 
 
PLANNING AND FOOD PRODUCTION 

4 Inspire more community involvement in the planning system, by giving more power to 
Parish Councils. 

5 Ensure that all new developments of between 15 and 75 houses have communal land set 
aside for food production and wildlife habitat. This should be over and above the open 
space and play areas already required. 

6 Require any development of more than 75 houses to have land set aside for allotments 
and the creation of a village farm of at least 5 acres. This would be a communally-owned 
village farm that would provide local food for local people, as well as being an education 
resource for local schools. 

7 Protect and preserve our District’s old orchards. These are very important for biodiversity, 
providing homes and food for small mammals, insects and birds, and some contain rare 
species of fruit trees, specific to this region.  

 
TRANSPORT 

8 Take more action to calm traffic – including speed limits of 20mph in village built-up 
areas, free school bus transport, better cycle paths, walking buses, and improved public 
transport with a network of subsidised buses serving our villages.  

9 Provide alternatives to the major A14 expansion, such as an East/West rail link.  
 
JOBS AND SOCIAL PRIORITIES 

10 Encourage more green and local jobs in the South Cambridgeshire rural economy 
through village farms, local businesses, shops and post offices.  

11 Ensure the District Council sets a high standard in terms of maintaining employment, 
providing a living wage and reducing income inequality; and in engaging its workers in 
the development and organisation of high quality services. 
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/ continued overleaf: WASTE 

WASTE 

12 Introduce a South Cambridgeshire zero waste strategy: no landfill or incineration by 
2020. Build on the Council’s progress so far, so that progressively more waste is reused 
and recycled. 

13 Encourage more repair facilities/workshops and re-use initiatives, for example with 
building materials. 

14 Adopt the “polluter pays” principle within the District Council. 
 

Core principles of the Green Party 
(for a fuller version, see www.greenparty.org.uk/about.html) 

 
The Earth’s physical resources are finite. We threaten our future if we try to live beyond 
these means, so we must build a sustainable society that guarantees our long-term future. 
We should not pursue our own material benefit to the detriment of the natural world or future 
generations. 
 
The success of a society should take account of the quality of life of all people; it cannot be 
measured by narrow economic indicators only. 
 
Every person has a right to basic material security. Building communities and strong local 
economies is essential. We support local and regional trade, not unfettered globalisation. 
 
We emphasise democratic participation and accountability: all decisions should be taken at 
the closest practical level to those affected by them.  
 
We believe in non-violent solutions to conflict. 
 

Your South Cambridgeshire Green Party District Council candidates are: 
 

Bar Hill    Donald McBride 
Bassingbourn   Simon Saggers 
Caldecote    James Preece 
Cottenham   Heather Macbeth-Hornett 
Girton    Teal Riley 
Melbourn    Sam Morris 
Meldreth    Colin Reynolds 
Shelfords and Stapleford  Linda Whitebread 

 
General Election candidates: 

 
South Cambridgeshire Simon Saggers 
Cambridge City  Tony Juniper 

 

PLEASE SUPPORT US ON 6 MAY 2010 
 

 

www.greenparty.org.uk 

 


